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 'Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. A high-quality music education should engage and inspire pupils to develop a love of 

music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and sense of achievement. As pupils progress, they should develop a critical 

engagement with music, allowing them to compose, and to listen with discrimination to the best in the musical canon.' National Curriculum 2014 

1. Aims 

• perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and 
musicians  

• learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology 
appropriately and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence  

• understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, 
texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.  

2.  Objectives 

Key stage 1  

Pupils should be taught to:  

• use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes  

• play tuned and untuned instruments musically  

• listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music  

• experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music.  

Key stage 2  

Pupils should be taught to sing and play musically with increasing confidence and control. They should develop an understanding of musical composition, organising and 
manipulating ideas within musical structures and reproducing sounds from aural memory.  

Pupils should be taught to:  

• play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression  

• improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the inter-related dimensions of music  

• listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory  

• use and understand staff and other musical notations  

• appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great composers and musicians  

• develop an understanding of the history of music. 
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3. Teaching and Learning 
• A rapidly widening repertoire which they use to create original, imaginative, fluent and distinctive composing and performance work.  
• A musical understanding underpinned by high levels of aural perception, internalisation and knowledge of music, including high or rapidly developing levels of  
technical expertise.  
• Very good awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres. 
• An excellent understanding of how musical provenance - the historical, social and cultural origins of music - contributes to the diversity of musical styles. 
• The ability to give precise written and verbal explanations, using musical terminology effectively, accurately and appropriately. 
• A passion for and commitment to a diverse range of musical activities. 
 
4. Planning 

Teachers from Foundation Stage to Year 6 will plan to ensure full coverage of the skills relating to the Music curriculum for that year group throughout the year. 

Children work closely with music specialists throughout their school life. 

Key Stage 1 Key Stage 2 

• Use their voices expressively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes. 

• Play tuned and untuned instruments musically. 

• Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 
music. 

• Make and combine sounds using the inter-related dimensions of music. 

• Play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using voice and 
playing instruments with increasing accuracy, control and expression. 

• Improvise and compose music using the inter-related dimensions of 
music separately and in combination. 

• Listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory.  

• Use and understand the basics of the stave and other musical 
notations. 

• Appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and 
recorded music from different traditions and from great musicians 
and composers. 

• Develop an understanding of the history of music. 

 
5. Assessment and Recording 

Assessment will form an integral part of the teaching and learning of Music. This will be done by observing children working and performing, by listening to their 

responses and by examining work produced. As often as possible children’s work will be recorded and they will have the opportunity to listen back to their singing and 
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compositions, giving them the chance to assess and improve their work. Children’s progress in Music is reported to parents through the termly pupil report and 

consultation meetings 

  Milestone 1 Milestone 2 Milestone 3 

To perform • Take part in singing, accurately following 

the melody. 

• Follow instructions on how and when to sing 

or play an instrument. 

• Make and control long and short sounds, 

using voice and instruments. 

• Imitate changes in pitch. 

• Sing from memory with accurate pitch. 

• Sing in tune. 

• Maintain a simple part within a group. 

• Pronounce words within a song clearly. 

• Show control of voice. 

• Play notes on an instrument with care 

so that they are clear. 

• Perform with control and awareness of 

others. 

• Sing or play from memory with confidence. 

• Perform solos or as part of an ensemble. 

• Sing or play expressively and in tune. 

• Hold a part within a round. 

• Sing a harmony part confidently and accurately. 

• Sustain a drone or a melodic ostinato 

to accompany singing. 

• Perform with controlled breathing (voice) 

and skillful playing (instrument). 

To compose • Create a sequence of long and short sounds. 

• Clap rhythms. 

• Create a mixture of different sounds (long 

and short, loud and quiet, high and low). 

• Choose sounds to create an effect. 

• Sequence sounds to create an overall effect. 

• Create short, musical patterns. 

• Create short, rhythmic phrases. 

• Compose and perform melodic songs. 

• Use sound to create abstract effects. 

• Create repeated patterns with a range 

of instruments. 

• Create accompaniments for tunes. 

• Use drones as accompaniments. 

• Choose, order, combine and control 

sounds to create an effect. 

• Use digital technologies to compose 

pieces of music. 

• Create songs with verses and a chorus. 

• Create rhythmic patterns with an awareness 

of timbre and duration. 

• Combine a variety of musical devices, 

including melody, rhythm and chords. 

• Thoughtfully select elements for a piece in 

order to gain a defined effect. 

• Use drones and melodic ostinati (based on 

the pentatonic scale). 

• Convey the relationship between the lyrics 

and the melody. 

• Use digital technologies to compose, edit 

and refine pieces of music. 

To transcribe • Use symbols to represent a composition and 

use them to help with a performance. 

• Devise non-standard symbols to 

indicate when to play and rest. 

• Recognise the notes EGBDF and FACE 

on the musical stave. 

• Use the standard musical notation of 

crotchet, minim and semibreve to indicate how 

many beats to play. 

• Read and create notes on the musical stave. 
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• Recognise the symbols for a minim, 

crotchet and semibreve and say how 

many beats they represent. 

• Understand the purpose of the treble and 

bass clefs and use them in transcribing 

compositions. 

• Understand and use the # (sharp) and ♭ 

(flat) symbols. 

• Use and understand simple time signatures. 

To describe music • Identify the beat of a tune. 

• Recognise changes in timbre, dynamics 

and pitch. 

• Use the terms: duration, timbre, pitch, 

beat, tempo, texture and use of silence 

to describe music. 

• Evaluate music using musical 

vocabulary to identify areas of likes and 

dislikes. 

• Understand layers of sounds and 

discuss their effect on mood and 

feelings. 

• Choose from a wide range of musical 

vocabulary to accurately describe and appraise 

music including:  

    • pitch  

    • dynamics  

    • tempo  

    • timbre  

    • texture  

    • lyrics and melody  

    • sense of occasion  

    • expressive  

    • solo 

    • rounds 

    • harmonies 

    • accompaniments 

    • drones 

    • cyclic patterns 

    • combination of musical elements 

    • cultural context. 

• Describe how lyrics often reflect the 

cultural context of music and have social meaning. 
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6. Inclusion 
We teach music to all children in accordance with the school curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children. Teachers provide learning 

opportunities matched to the needs of our pupils. Our inclusive practice in Music should enable all children to achieve their best possible standard; whatever their ability, 

and irrespective of gender, ethnic, social or cultural background, home language or any other aspect that could affect their participation in, or progress in their learning. 

Every child should succeed by reaching their full potential.  

Children that are ‘talented’ for music will be given the opportunity to work with the Music Subject Leader to prepare pieces of music to be performed in a variety of 
ensembles and settings. 

Teachers should set high expectations for every pupil. They should plan stretching work for pupils whose attainment is significantly above the expected standard. They have 
an even greater obligation to plan lessons for pupils who have low levels of prior attainment or come from disadvantaged backgrounds. Teachers should use appropriate 
assessment to set targets which are deliberately ambitious. 

A wide range of pupils have special educational needs, many of whom also have disabilities. Lessons should be planned to ensure that there are no barriers to every pupil 
achieving. In many cases, such planning will mean that these pupils will be able to study the full national curriculum. The special educational needs and disability code of 
practice includes advice on approaches to identification of need which can support this. A minority of pupils will need access to specialist equipment and different 
approaches. The SEN and disability code of practice is clear about what should be done to meet their needs. 

With the right teaching, that recognises their individual needs, many disabled pupils may have little need for additional resources beyond the aids which they use as part of 
their daily life. Teachers must plan lessons so that these pupils can study every national curriculum subject. Potential areas of difficulty should be identified and addressed 
at the outset of work. 

Teachers must also take account of the needs of pupils whose first language is not English. Monitoring of progress should take account of the pupil’s age, length of time in 
this country, previous educational experience and ability in other languages. 

The ability of pupils for whom English is an additional language to take part in the national curriculum may be in advance of their communication skills in English. Teachers 
should plan teaching opportunities to help pupils develop their English and should aim to provide the support pupils need to take part in all subjects. 

7. Resources 
The majority of the specialised equipment required for music is kept in a central resource within the school building as many items are large and valuable. Class teachers 
and peripatetic music staff are able to access these resources at any time. Pupils who learn a musical instrument of their own, on the school premises, are expected to care 
for their own property and are encouraged to store their instrument in a designated place. 
 
8. Health and Safety 
In order to access and benefit from the music curriculum, pupils must feel safe within the classroom and around school. This can be monitored through all staff following 

health and safety procedures of the school.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25
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When organising and undertaking trips outside of the school grounds, risk assessments are undertaken, pre-visits are made and first aid kits alongside pupil’s emergency 

contact details and medical information are carried at all times.  

9. Extra-Curricular Activities 
Extra-curricular opportunities are prioritised as they deepen the understanding, appreciation and commitment towards music making. Children are provided with 
opportunities to join choirs (male and female), school orchestra and African drumming groups.  Children are encouraged to learn a musical instrument and groups and 
ensembles perform in a variety of settings. 
 
10. Staff Development and Training Opportunities 
The Head and music subject leader will oversee the daily running of the school system, and further develop the expertise of all staff through training sessions and classroom 

support.  The Head and the music subject leader will assess and address staff training needs as part of the annual development plan process or in response to individual 

needs and requests throughout the year. Individual teachers should attempt to continually develop their own skills and knowledge, identify their own needs and notify the 

music subject leader of attendance at courses etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


