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Welcome and Introductions BEST
- Sarah Threlkeld-Brown — Head Teacher & Associate General Adviser / START

English Consultant 'N L'FE

 Dee Grant - Early Years Leader & RISE Reception Lead

Housekeeping:

Signing in

Fire!

Toilets

Phones and cameras
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Agenda BEST
Agenda ltem: START
Welcome and Infroductions 'N L'FE

Review Network purpose and expectations

Review Lead School infroduction and context

Network school infroductions

Review DfE offer- support to strengthen reception practice

School Tour

Our EYFS provision

Writing and the ELGs

EYFSP

Questions and reflections

Closing and next steps
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Network purpose and expectations BEST
Why the Reception Network exists START

* To support strong, inclusive reception practice across schools. 'N l'FE
« To create a safe space for sharing challenges and successes.
» To focus on practical evidence-informed improvement.

What the network is (and isn’t)

v Supportive, collaborative and school-led.

v Focused on improving outcomes for children.

X Not an accountability or inspection forum.

X Not a replacement for the Cumberland LA EY Team

What the network will offer
The network will aim tfo:

* Explore key priorities for reception together

* Share practical approaches that can be adapted to different coniexts
* Create space to reflect with peers and learn from one another

* Signpost useful resources and examples to support your work.
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Expectations of schools in the network BEST

Participation in the recepftion network is designed to support schools in strengthening START
the quality and consistency of their reception provision. 'N L'FE

We expect schools to:

« Engage openly and professionally in all network activity

» Respect the range of starting points and contexts across participating schools

« Attend and contribute to half-termly virtual network meetings

» Take part actively in discussion, reflection and collaborative problem solving

« Engage with shared practice and consider how it can inform your own improvement priorities
* Trial ideas and approaches in your own setting where appropriate

» Share experiences with peers, including what is working well and what is more challenging

» Where possible, parficipate in visits or open days hosted by Lead Schools, using these
opportunities to observe practice, reflect and identify clear next steps

« Ensure there is a clear ‘so whate'’ from network participation, leading to reflection, planning and
action
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Hayton C of E Primary School BEST
START

Who are we as the Lead School
INLIFE

e Brief overview of our school context

« Ourjourney so far...

« Why we value collaboration and shared learning — our positive experiences




OFFICIAL

BEST
START

Our role within the network 'N L'FE

» To coordinate and host network sessions, ensuring meetings are purposeful, well
structured and focused on shared priorities.

 To facilitate discussion rather than provide all the answers, creating space for schools
to share experience, challenge thinking and learn from one another.

« To bring together ideas, themes and questions from across the network and help
shape future sessions in response.

» To learn alongside your, recognising the expertise that exists across schools and shape
the network together over time.

o **LA and our shared context™*
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Other Lead Rise Reception Network Schools in the
North West Region:

All Souls Church of England Primary School (Rochdale Local Authority)
*Evelyn Street Primary Academy and Nursery (Warrington Primary Academy Trust)

St Thomas’s CofE Primary School (Westmorland and Furness Local Authority)

*Rimrose Hope CofE Primary School (Sefton Local Authority)
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Network school introductions BEST

START
INLIFE

Getting to know our network:

To help us understand who is in the room and surface shared priorifies, let us all
infroduce ourselves:

« School name
* Yourrole
« One word or short phrase describing your current focus in reception
(for example: transitions, communication, independence, parental engagement)
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The DfE offer- support to strengthen reception practice SB'I'E'\SJT

Reception is a national priority within RISE, with free DfE support to help schools improve provision and contribute to '" L'FE
the ambition for 75% of children to reach a Good Level of Development (GLD) by 2028. The full DfE reception offer

can be found here: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/reception-improvement-offer/reception-

improvement-offer

What support is available from DfE?

Targeted and specialist Supporting strong

Universal support- for support — where needed

all schools transitions
* Reception Networks: * Nuffield Early Language  Reception-focused « National guidance
bP early language support for training and resources resources and examples
other local schools, share Recention child t tt ition int
. ption children. . Expanded ear|y years O support transition INto
practice, and !earn together, * English Hubs Reception offer content within NPQs Reception
Schools. - Reception-focused audits of * A new national OCUSESON:
* National webinalrsfand . ea_rtl_y language, reading and Reception teacher » Early and purposeful
training materials focuse writing training course (from lannin
on Reception priorities. « CPD and intensive specialist autum?\ 2026) ( P 9 .
‘ , support for schools with greatest » Strong partnerships
* ‘Compare your GLD data need. with families and earl
reports to help schools . : : . y
i Maths Hubs Reception support: years settlngs
reflect on strengths and » Mastering Number (Reception & .
areas for development. KS1) * Inclusive,
» Specialist Knowledge for strengths-based
Teaching Mathematics (SKTM) approaches for all
* Intensive one-to-one support children

where required.
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BEST

To achieve the Early Learning Goal (ELG) in Writing atf the end of START
Reception (EYFS), children are evaluated on three core criteria: 'N '-'FE

 letter formation

« phonelic spelling

« readability

The expected standard for the Writing ELG requires children to:

v Write recognisable letters, the majority of which are correctly formed.

v Spell words by identifying the sounds within them and representing
those sounds with the correct letter or letters (phonetically plausible
spelling).

v Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by themselves
and others.
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Key messages: BEST
START
INLIFE

When you make judgements on the Writing ELG, remember:

children do not need to compose independently to meet the
Writing ELG

focus on correct letter formation, phonetic spelling, and
readability

dictation and guided writing are valid assessment tools

children do not need to write multiple sentences in longer
compositions
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ELG: Writing

EYFS profile assessment Criteria for the Writing ELG
support

| Overview
The EYFS profile for

headteachers and other school
leaders

i Making best-fit judgements

Inclusive assessment strategies
and examples

Importance of the EYFS profile
for transition

' ELG: Speaking
ELG: Self-Regulation

ELG: Gross and Fine Motor
Skills

| ELG: Word Reading
IELG: Writing ~ ' : 5

S Ty =
ELG: Number Q’ N

| ELG: Natural World As set out in the early years foundation stage statutory framework, children at the expected level of | ———
' development for the writing ELG will: _

.
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OFFICIAL The expected standard for the Writing ELG

‘It is mad. It is bad.’ requires children to:

Harper is at the expected level for writing. v Wille recognisable lefiers, the majorify
. ‘ , hich H d.

In this example, they created a ‘Watch Out’ poster for a orwhich are conecty forme

wolf as part of their play. v Spell words by identifying the sounds

within them and representing those
sounds with the correct letter or letters

v They have written very simple sentences (of at least 3 (ohonefically plausible spelling).

words) and phrases (of at least 2 words).

v' Write simple phrases and sentences

v The writing is phonetically plausible and most letters are that SBIEY'd Ly thems¥yes and
correctly formed. ofhers.

v The letter 't' in the first word was not formed correctly.
However, this was formed correctly the second time they
wrote the word ‘it'. Harper has attempted to amend this.

P

v Capital letters and full stops are not used. Although finger
spaces are not used consistently, the writing is legible
and makes sense.
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‘My best dog | had when | was a baby.’

Taylor is at the expected level for writing.

v

v

In this example, they wrote about a favourite toy.

Taylor has demonstrated they can write recognisable
letters, most of which are correctly formed. They have
not formed their letter ‘s’ correctly in the word ‘best’.

They then realised and wrote the letter ‘s’ again.

Although not all spellings are correct, they have
demonstrated they can spell words by identifying sounds
in them and representing the sounds with a letfter or
lefters. The words they have written are phonetically
plausible and legible.

They have used finger spaces between most words.
Although a capital letter has been used at the start of
the sentence, it does not have a full stop at the end.

The expected standard for the Writing ELG
requires children to:

v' Write recognisable letters, the majority
of which are correctly formed.

v Spell words by identifying the sounds
within them and representing those
sounds with the correct letter or letters
(phonetically plausible spelling).

v' Wirite simple phrases and sentences
that can be read by themselves and
others.
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‘Lost. Stick man is missing.’
Amani is working at an emerging level for writing.

For example:
v Amaniis not yet forming most letters correctly.

v' There is an awareness in how sounds are represented by
letters and some letters are recognisable.

v The sentence reads ‘Lost. Stick man is missing’. Amani
clearly has an awareness of grapheme-phoneme
correspondence and has recognised the initial sounds and
some other elements of the words, but not all.

v There isn’t clear spacing between words, making it difficult
for others to decipher what has been written.

v Amaniis beginning to work on the objectives in the Writing
ELG, however, still requires support and further
development in all three areas.

The expected standard for the Writing ELG
requires children to:

v' Wirite recognisable letters, the majority
of which are correctly formed.

v' Spell words by identifying the sounds
within them and representing those
sounds with the correct letter or letters
(phonetically plausible spelling).

v' Write simple phrases and sentences
that can be read by themselves and
others.

bas
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The expected standard
for the Writing ELG
requires children to:

v' Write recognisable
letters, the majority
of which are
correctly formed.

v Spell words by
identifying the
sounds within them
and representing
those sounds with
the correct letter or
letters (phonetically
plausible spelling).

v' Write simple phrases
and sentences that
can be read by
themselves and
others.
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v' Write recognisable
letters, the majority
of which are
correctly formed.

v Spell words by
identifying the
sounds within them
and representing
those sounds with
the correct letter or
letters (phonetically
plausible spelling).

v' Write simple phrases
and sentences that
can be read by
themselves and
others.
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The expected standard
‘for the Writing ELG
requires children to:

v' Wirite recognisable
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letters, the majority
of which are
correctly formed.

Spell words by
identifying the
sounds within them
and representing
those sounds with
the correct letter or
letters (phonetically
plausible spelling).
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The expected standard
for the Writing ELG
requires children to:

v Write recognisable
letters, the majority
of which are
correctly formed.

v Spell words by
identifying the
sounds within them
and representing
those sounds with
the correct letter or
letters (phonetically
plausible spelling).

v Write simple phrases
and sentences that
can be read by
themselves and
others.
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The expected standard
for the Writing ELG
requires children to:

we B0 DY we
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v' Write recognisable
letters, the majority A%, ~m‘_“:w" :
of which are ! i ..‘. Y <
correctly formed.

v Spell words by
identifying the
sounds within them
and representing
those sounds with
the correct letter or
letters (phonetically
plausible spelling).

v' Write simple phrases
and sentences that
can be read by
themselves and
others.
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RISE Reception Quality Webinar Series

s DfE Live Events

saryment

Dep
wrisuaaten 8892 followers

Webinar series on assessment and transitions, with practical guidance, real examples and support for confident, inclusive
practice.

Events in this collection

Mastering the EYFS profile assessment Setting up for Reception success ahead of Supporting smooth transitions into
Wed, Jun 10 * 4:00 PM GMT+1 September 2026 Reception
Free Wed, Jun 17 * 4:00 PM GMT+1 Wed, Jun 24 * 4:00 PM GMT=+1

Free Free

https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/rise-reception-quality-webinar-series-
48409157es_c=B18AC296D1D7COEA98CAEC5B78B3E1AC&es_cl=168B6ESEBASB8DOF8AG62F3BE 7398 A0E9&es id=ph7%c2%a301
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Early Years Toolkit:

https://startingreception.co.uk/early-years-
toolkit/?es c=B18AC296D1D7COEA98CAECS5B78B3E1AC&es cl=AA488CF49ABF4FE9F219EA3DS53839C03&es
id=ph7%c2%a301

Starting Reception  The Children’s Toothbrushing Guide  The Potty Training Guide  Accessibility tools

stal‘ting Reception Home  About  Early Years Toolkit v  Usefullinks  Sign up for updates £ English v

Early Years Toolkit

Support for the sector

Free, ready-to-use assets and messaging to promote Starting Reception.

Making the most of Starting Reception

In this section, find information specifically for professionals working in early years settings, schools
and local authorities. All content is free to use and publish. We ask that you do not change the

definition and credit startingreception.co.uk.

Not sure what Starting Reception is? Read our FAQs. How to share Starting Reception with families
For nurseries, pre-schools, childminders and other early years settings +
How to share Starting Reception with families ForEchools B
For nurseries, pre-schools, childminders and other early years settings * Link to Starting Reception on your school website (e.g. on your admissions page).

s Include a link to Starting Reception in email communications to new families and on your social media channels.

For schools
» Print the definition (you can even add your own logo) and hand out copies to families on open days, during welcome evenings, transition visits etc...

For local authorities » Display our Starting Reception poster in your school or create your own using our ready-made QR code.

= Discuss Starting Reception with feeder nurseries to align expectations and to increase awareness of any families who may be at risk and need extra
support.

s Watch the 60-minute webinar and discover top tips to help strengthen your school readiness.



https://heIp-for-early—years—providers.education.gov.uk/saglrggﬁ-for-practitioners/eyfs-profiIe-assessment-

support/?es c=B18AC296D1D7COEA98CAEC5B78B3E1AC&es cl=4C59AA7EB1300FC67E8488F9E41C5
106&es_id=ph7%c2%a301

| @i_% Department for Education

Help for early years providers Home  Support for practitioners ~ Areas of learning  Health and wellbeing

Home > Support for practitioners > EYFS profile assessment support

EYFS profile assessment support

Find EYFS profile guidance, bite-sized videos and case studies.

EYFS profile assessment
support

| Overview

The EYFS profile for
headteachers and other school
leaders

| Making best-fit judgements

Inclusive assessment strategies
and examples

Importance of the EYFS profile
for transition

H ELG: Speaking




OFFICIAL
https://child-development-

training.education.gov.uk/?es_c=B18AC296D1D7COEA98CAEC5B78B3E1AC&es_cl=A6608534BDEC01F6C2CDDBAA982C8615&es_id=
ph7%c2%a301

% Department for Education

o

Early years child development training Home  Modules

Module 1: Understanding Module 2: Brain development Module 3: Supporting
child development and the and how children learn children’s personal, social
EYFS and emotional development

- 3 o Theories of cognitive development,
Early years child development trainin
development and effective |mpor'13nce of a healthy lifestyle for and behaviour and why self-regulation
implementation of EYFS. learning. is important.

This free online training is designed to build and improve your understanding of child development.
It provides practical tips and ideas to use in your setting to help children aged 0-5 years.

Learn more about this training

Who this training is for

This training is for practitioners working with children in any type of early years setting, including: Module 4: Supporting Module 5: Supporting Module 6: Mathematics
. . language development in the physical development in the B .
« childminders early years early years How to nurture positive attitudes and
titi interests in mathematics and provide
* Nurse ractitioners i
r_y P . . Factors affecting language The typical stages of physical eztlynumberexpelicnces:
« reception teachers and teaching assistants development and your role in creating a development and how physical skills

The training is for anyone who is new to early years and locking to build their child development
knowledge. However, it is also useful for anyone looking to refresh their knowledge.

Modules
Module 7: Effective Module 8: Supporting
There are 8 modules, written by early years experts, that covers key areas of child development. curriculum and assessment individual differences and
needs

Looking at the curriculum as a

progression model and different The importance of identifying and
approaches to teaching and learning. supporting differences and needs in

children’s learning and development.
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2026 Reception Baseline
Assessment: assessment and
reporting arrangements — update:

Monday 1 June RBA 2026 administration guidance and modified administration
guidance published on GOV.UK

4.1 Important dates for 2026

Monday1Juneto Practitioners can complete training using the ‘RBA 2025 activity

Monday 20 July within the ‘Assessment service: start an assessment’ and preview
the assessment using 2 devices to check devices can pair and
connect

From Monday 24  Practitioners can complete training using the ‘RBA 2026’ activity

August within the ‘Assessment service: start an assessment’ and preview
the assessment using 2 devices to check devices can pair and
connect

Fromthestartof Schools must upload pupil data and provide a status for pupils who
the autumnterm are not participating in the RBA within the "Assessment service:
manage your school’s assessments’

Fromthe startof Schools must administer the assessment within the first 6 weeks of
the autumnterm apupilstarting reception

Monday 21 Narrative statements for pupils who have completed both

September assessment components are available for practitioners to view and
download within the ‘Assessment service: manage your school’s
assessments’

Friday 6 Deadline for headteachers to submit the headteacher’s declaration

November form (HDF) within the ‘Assessment service: manage your school's
assessments’
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Closing and next steps BEST
START

Thank you for your engagement and openness today. We readlly appreciate tr 'N L'FE
time, conftributions and reflections you have all brought— this is what makes the
network meaningful and helps it work well for everyone.

Our next virtual meeting will take place on Tuesday 234 June at 4pm

The focus of the meeting will be:

Strengthening how Reception is positioned within your own school’s School Improvement Plan
(SIP).

Amongst other things, we will explore:

. Where does Reception currently sit within your SIP?
. How are your priorities informed by assessment, including EYFSP?
. What support is available to strengthen reception provision?
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Closing and next steps BEST
START
INLIFE

Following today’s session, we will share materials on the Rise Reception
area of our school website.

www.hayton.cumbria.sch.uk

Thank you again, and we look forward o confinuing the conversation af
our next meeting.

Contact:

Risereception@hayton.cumbria.sch.uk
admin@hayton.cumbria.sch.uk



mailto:Risereception@hayton.cumbria.sch.uk
mailto:admin@hayton.cumbria.sch.uk

FFFFFFFF

BEST
:START
INLIFE

Thank you
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